Special Town Council Meeting
June 04, 2015

_____________________________________________________________________________________

SPECIAL TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
THURSDAY, JUNE 4, 2015
 2:00 P.M.

_____________________________________________________________________________________
Call to Order and Roll Call:  Mayor Bernice (Bonnie) Fischer called to order the Special Town Council Meeting at 2:09 p.m.  Present were Mayor Fischer in chair, Vice-Mayor Joseph M. Flagello, Council Members Stella Gaddy Jordan, Robert Gottlieb and Woodrow (Woody) Gorbach. Also present were Town Clerk/Assistant to Town Manager Yudy Alvarez, Town Attorney Bradley W. Biggs, Police Chief Carl Webb, Town Accountant Beatrice Galeano and Town residents.
Pledge of Allegiance:   The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Council Member Gottlieb.
Approval of Agenda:

A motion was made by Vice-Mayor Flagello and seconded by Council Member Gottlieb to approve the Agenda. Upon vote motion passed 5-0.
Discussion:  Town Manager’s Employment & Related Issues:
Town Attorney Biggs explained in detail the Separation and General Release Agreement with regards to Jim Pascale’s decision to voluntarily resign as Town Manager.  He stated that Mr. Pascale’s agendas were not going in the same direction as the Council Members. Town Attorney Biggs reported that Mr. Pascale requested a ten (10) weeks’ severance package.  He reported that both parties agreed to no lawsuits either against the Town or to Mr. Pascale.  Town Attorney Biggs commented that there will be a non-disparagement clause included also.  
A discussion ensued regarding the mutual resignation of Mr. Pascale, and his signature on the Agreement.
A motion was made by Vice-Mayor Flagello and seconded by Council Member Gottlieb to approve the Separation and General Release Agreement, as written, with regards to Jim Pascale.  Upon vote motion passed 5-0.

Town Attorney Biggs read and explained in detail the section of the Town Charter with regard to an Acting Town Manager. He discussed the term exoficio (outside of your office) referring to Town Clerk Alvarez’s position for Town Manager.                                                                                                                                             
Council Member Jordan discussed the Range Rovers who are officials who assist and guide the Towns regarding replacements. 
Mayor Fischer inquired regarding budget information from Town Accountant Galeano, and also Mr. Pascale’s sick time off, as he had no vacation time available during his time with the Town.
Town Accountant Galeano discussed her efforts with the Town’s budget.
Town Attorney Biggs stated that the signed Agreement supersedes any of Mr. Pascale’s time off.
A discussion ensued regarding Range Rovers, and following suit with the previous applicants or gainfully employed persons with regard for the available Town Manager position.
Town Attorney Biggs discussed the issues of advertising for the Town Manager position, or approaching any persons that the Council Members knew who would be interested and qualified for the Town Manager position.
Council Member Gottlieb inquired regarding any liabilities if Town Clerk Alvarez would accept the Acting Town Manager position.
Town Attorney Biggs discussed possible immunity issues with regard to exoficio positions.  He suggested that Town Clerk Alvarez contact the League of Cities with her concerns.  
Mayor Fischer reported that Chief Webb offered to assist Town Clerk Alvarez with Town Manager duties.
A motion was made by Council Member Gorbach to nominate Council Member Gottlieb to be the League of Cities contact representative, with regard to the approval of an interim Town Manager.
A discussion ensued with regard to that motion not being viable.  Also, discussed was that a search for an official Town Manager should begin immediately, with Town Clerk Alvarez assuming the Town Manager’s position for the present time. 
Chief Webb agreed to speak with previous candidates regarding the Town Manager’s position.
Another discussion ensued regarding the first Budget Meeting in July 2015, when the final figures are available.
Discussion ensued regarding compensation for the Acting Town Manager Yudy Alvarez.
Public Comments:
Mike Nevard, Chairman Planning Board inquired if there is a job description completed to advertise for a new Town Manager, as he felt that the most recent Town Manager was not aware of the governing body, Town Council, for the Town of South Palm Beach.

Chief Webb reported that there is a job description available for the Town Manager position.  
Betty Sue Shapiro, Palmsea (3520) praised Mr. Pascale on his position as Town Manager. 
Reinette Saleeby, Concordia (3555) inquired as to who hired Mr. Pascale, and requested a copy of his Agreement. 
Penny Davidson, Horizon West (3581) inquired regarding if Mr. Pascale changed his mind.
Adjournment:
A motion was made by Vice-Mayor Flagello and seconded by Council Member Jordan to adjourn the Special Town Council Meeting.  Upon vote motion passed 5-0.
Mayor Fischer adjourned the meeting at 3:05 p.m.

____________________________                                           ____________________________
Yudy Alvarez, CMC                                                                Bernice (Bonnie) Fischer, Mayor
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