Special Town Council Meeting
June 18, 2015

_____________________________________________________________________________________

SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING 
THURSDAY, JUNE 18, 2015
 1:30 P.M.

_____________________________________________________________________________________
Call to Order and Roll Call:  Mayor Bernice (Bonnie) Fischer called to order the Special Council Meeting at 1:34 p.m.  Present were Mayor Fischer in chair, Vice-Mayor Joseph M. Flagello, Council Members Stella Gaddy Jordan, Robert Gottlieb, and Woodrow (Woody) Gorbach (via the telephone). Also present were Town Clerk Yudy Alvarez, Town Attorney Bradley W. Biggs, and Town residents.
Pledge of Allegiance:   The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Denny Culbertson, a resident at Southgate Condominium (3605).
Approval of Agenda:

A motion was made by Vice-Mayor Flagello and seconded by Council Member Gottlieb to approve the Agenda. 
Council Member Jordan made a motion to add Mrs. Linda Stumpf, as another candidate to the Agenda.
Town Attorney Biggs interjected that it was not necessary to add a candidate’s name at this time, as there were no other names per say.  He continued that it was not part of the Agenda.
Council Member Jordan withdrew her motion.

Upon vote motion passed 5-0 for Approval of Agenda.
Discussion:  Town Manager’s Selection Process & Related Issues:
Mayor Fischer explained the reason for holding the meeting.
Town Clerk Alvarez reviewed the names of the candidates that were being considered from the last Town Managers’ search.

Town Attorney Biggs stated that this meeting is an informal process.
Council Member Jordan submitted the name of Linda Stumpf, as a candidate for Town Manager, for the Town of South Palm Beach.  She listed and detailed Mrs. Stumpf’s experience, her references, and stated how she would be a great fit for the Town of South Palm Beach.  Council Member Jordan continued that Mrs. Stumpf is very interested in the Town of South Palm Beach position, and that she did receive an employment offer from the Town of Ocean Ridge. 
Vice-Mayor Flagello suggested developing a roadmap and timeframe for the five (5) candidates’ names received, which includes previous candidates from the earlier search six (6) months ago.  He stated that it would be convenient to advertise for further candidates through the Florida League of Cities.  Vice-Mayor Flagello also reported that the use of newspaper advertising during the last search was non-productive.  
Council Member Jordan added that Mrs. Stumpf would be required to provide a sixty (60) day notice to her present employer, Town of Manalapan, prior to her start in Town.  
A motion was made by Council Member Jordan to approach Linda Stumpf to negotiate for the position of Town Manager of the Town of South Palm Beach.    
Vice-Mayor Flagello reported that it was too early in the search to make a proposal of employment to Mrs. Stumpf at this time, as she has not been interviewed by all the Council Members.

Mayor Fischer agreed that Mrs. Stumpf’s name should be added to the candidates’ list, at this time.
Council Member Gottlieb seconded Council Member Jordan’s motion. 
Vice-Mayor Flagello requested Council Member Jordan to amend her initial motion.
Another motion was made by Council Member Jordan and seconded by                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       Council Member Gottlieb to hire Linda Stumpf as Town Manager of the Town of South Palm Beach.
A discussion ensued regarding all candidates who have applied for the Town’s position, and their experience.
Council Member Gorbach stated that he is in favor of Mrs. Stumpf, although he does not know her personally, but heard of her abilities.
Vice-Mayor Flagello stated to amend Council Member Jordan’s motion again to protect the Town with the contingency of the background check coming back clean.  He feels that it will be inappropriate to continue without the Council Members’ background check on her. 
Mayor Fischer agreed that Ms. Stumpf should go through the interview and background check vetting process, as the other candidates.

Another discussion ensued regarding having no interviews until the vetting process has been completed.

Mayor Fischer stated again that Ms. Stumpf should go through the same process as the other candidates to become a viable candidate for the position of Town Manager.  
Council Member Gottlieb removed his second with regard to the statement of hiring Linda Stumpf prior to any vetting process.
A motion was made by Mayor Fischer who passed the gavel to Vice-Mayor Flagello and seconded by Vice-Mayor Flagello to add Linda Stumpf’s name to the list of viable candidates for Town Manager and that she goes through the same process, as the previous candidates completed.  Upon vote motion passed 5-0.
A discussion ensued regarding hiring an Interim/Acting Town Manager.  Town Clerk Alvarez was commended by the Council Members for her extra efforts with regard to the absence of a Town Manager.  She declined the position of Acting Town Manager.
It was agreed that Chief Webb will complete the same vetting and background checks.  
Vice-Mayor Flagello suggested Thursday, July 9th, Thursday, July 16th, and Saturday, July 18th, as to the dates that would be convenient for him to interview Mrs. Stumpf.  He continued that he did not object to having her interviewed prior to receipt of the background check results.

Council Member Gottlieb reported that he will be leaving Town on June 28th and he can be on the telephone for meetings until the end of July, when he returns to the Town of South Palm Beach.  
A detailed discussion ensued regarding the previous interview process of the potential candidates for Town Manager. 
Public Comments:
Betty Sue Shapiro, Palmsea (3520) suggested contacting Mrs. Stumpf’s co-workers regarding her personality.
Lenore Zake, Barclay (3546) also reported that all information should be checked out.
Patricia Schulmayr, Southgate (3605) commended Council Member Gottlieb for withdrawing his seconding the first (1st) motion made by Council Member Jordan.
Adjournment:
A motion was made by Vice-Mayor Flagello and seconded by Council Member Jordan to adjourn the Special Council Meeting.  Upon vote motion passed 5-0.
Mayor Fischer adjourned the meeting at 2:35 p.m.

____________________________                                           ____________________________
Yudy Alvarez, CMC                                                                Bernice (Bonnie) Fischer, Mayor
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