Regular Town Council Meeting

October 24, 2017

 ______________________________________________________________________
REGULAR TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
MINUTES

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2017 AT 7:00 P.M.
CALL TO ORDER:   Mayor Bernice (Bonnie) Fischer called to order the Regular Town Council Meeting at 7:00 p.m.
ROLL CALL:  Present were Mayor Fischer in Chair, Vice-Mayor Robert Gottlieb, Council Members Stella G. Jordan and Elvadianne Culbertson.  Council Member Lucille Flagello was absent.  Also present were Town Manager Bogdan (Bob) Vitas, Town Clerk/Assistant to Town Manager Maylee DeJesus, Town Attorney Glen Torcivia, Chief Carl Webb, Administrative Intern Gianne (Gigi) Hortance, and Town residents.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:   The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Chief Webb.
DELETIONS/ADDITIONS/MODIFICATIONS:
Council Member Jordan requested the addition of the Town Manager’s employment placed after the Approval of Minutes on the Agenda.      
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 

A motion was made by Council Member Jordan and seconded by Council Member Culbertson to approve the amended Agenda.  Upon vote, motion passed 4-0.    
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
· First Budget Hearing – September 28, 2017
A motion was made by Vice-Mayor Gottlieb and seconded by Council Member Jordan to approve the September 28, 2017 First (1st) Budget Hearing Minutes, with requested changes.
Upon vote, motion passed 4-0.
· Second Budget Hearing – October 2, 2017
A motion was made by Vice-Mayor Gottlieb and seconded by Council Member Jordan to approve the October 2, 2017 Second (2nd) Budget Hearing Minutes, with requested changes.  

Upon vote, motion passed 4-0.

· Regular Town Council Meeting – September 25, 2017

A motion was made by Vice-Mayor Gottlieb and seconded by Council Member Jordan to approve the minutes of September 25, 2017, with requested changes. 
Upon vote, motion passed 4-0.
A motion was made by Council Member Jordan and seconded by Council Member Culbertson for a vote of no confidence in Town Manager Vitas. 
Town Attorney Torcivia reported that the vote of no confidence in the Town Manager is to terminate him immediately.  

Upon vote, motion passed 4-0:





Mayor Fischer


Yea






Vice-Mayor Gottlieb


Yea






Council Member Jordan

Yea






Council Member Culbertson
Yea



CORRESPONDENCE AND COMMUNICATION:
· Commendation for Officer Michael Ladda
Chief Webb read a Letter of Commendation for Officer Ladda which will be placed in his personnel file.  He also recognized all Police Officers for their efforts during Hurricane Irma.  Chief Webb presented the flag that flew during Hurricane Irma to Council Members.
· Robert Schonfeld Award

· Mary Lacortazza-Genova Award

Mayor Fischer stated that these two (2) individuals will be present for their awards at the November Council Meeting.
· Proclamation – Red Ribbon Week October 23 – 31, 2017
Town Attorney Tocivia read the Proclamation.

· Government Finance Officers Association Award

Town Clerk DeJesus reported that the Town received this commendation for an excellent audit for FY 2016.
ORDINANCE:
· Ordinance #288 – Change Election Qualifying Dates
Town Attorney Torcivia read Ordinance 288 by Title, and explained in detail.
A motion was made by Vice-Mayor Gottlieb and seconded by Council Member Culbertson to approve Ordinance 288.  
Upon vote, motion passed 4-0.
RESOLUTIONS - None
OTHER BUSINESS:
· Agreement for Interim Legal Services – Torcivia, Donlon, Goddeau & Ansay, P.A.
A motion was made by Vice-Mayor Gottlieb and seconded by Mayor Fischer to appoint the legal services of Torcivia, Donlon, Goddeau & Ansay, P.A., with Attorney Glen Toriciva being the Town’s Legal Counsel.  
      
Mayor Fischer requested that travel time be removed from the agreement.
      
Upon vote, motion passed 4-0.
· Award Auditing Services
Council Member Culbertson described her efforts with sitting on the Auditing Services Committee with three (3) responders.  She highlighted the chart that was previously distributed.  
Terry Morton, Nowlen, Holt and Minor addressed the pros and cons of auditor rotation, the active role of working with Staff, the legal level of control that would determine any issues, variance reports, and additional testing for ratios.

Scott Porter, Caler, Donten, Levine, Cohen, Porter & Veil discussed his Company’s past experience, their traditional services, personal preference of auditor rotation services, auditing investment products, their high priority on internal control, and the other municipalities they have worked with.

A motion was made by Council Member Culbertson and seconded by Council Member Jordan to use Grau and Associates, as the Town’s auditing firm.  Upon vote, motion passed 4-0.
· Tabled Budget Items
· Town Manager Compensation
· Administration Position
Mayor Fischer requested continuing tabling this issue. 
Town Clerk DeJesus requested clarification regarding a four percent (4%) employee increase previously suggested by Town Manager Vitas.
A motion was made by Council Member Jordan and seconded by Vice-Mayor Gottlieb to approve a four percent (4%) employees’ increase effective October 1, 2017.  Upon vote, motion passed 4-0.   
· Change December Meeting date to December 19, 2017

Mayor Fischer announced the changed date.
FINANCIALS:

· September 2017 Unaudited Financial Statements 
A motion was made by Vice-Mayor Gottlieb and seconded by Council Member Jordan                   to approve the September 2017 Unaudited Financial Statements.  
Council Member Culbertson discussed various legislative errors not being corrected on the Financial Statements.  She also inquired regarding lack of investments.
Upon vote, motion passed 3-1, with Council Member Culbertson opposing.
REPORTS OF TOWN OFFICIALS:
Town Manager
· Direction for Town Hall Project 
· Workshop – November 14, 2017 at 9:00 A.M. 
Vice-Mayor Gottlieb recommended the Workshop be tabled until January 2018 when there would be more residents returning to Town for their input. 
· Ragnor Relay 2017 – November 11-12, 2017 
Mayor Fischer described the route of the Ragnor Relay which goes through the Town.   

Chief Webb added that they utilize the Town’s parking lot for water for the participants.

· Post Hurricane Irma Damage Report
Chief Webb stated he was waiting on quotes for Town Hall’s hurricane repairs.
Vice-Mayor Gottlieb inquired regarding Federal Emergency Management Association (FEMA)’s responsibilities for the Town’s repairs which Chief Webb replied there were none.  
Police Department:
· Report on file for September 2017 
Chief Webb stated that his report is on file.
Town Attorney: 
Town Attorney Torcivia inquired with regard to his duties regarding a search for an Interim and/or Town Manager. 
A motion was made by Council Member Jordan to have Town Attorney Torcivia advertise, both nationally and locally, for an Interim and/or Town Manager, with a salary range to be determined. 
Building Official: 
· Report on file for September 2017 
BOARD AND COMMITTEE REPORTS - None
MAYOR’S REPORT:
Mayor Fischer stated the Town will move forward, commended Town Manager Bob Vitas for the fine things he did for the Town and wished him well.  She also described her attendance at the Florida Shore and Beaches Preservation Conference.
REPORTS FROM MEMBERS OF COUNCIL:

Vice-Mayor Gottlieb gave his report.

Council Member Jordan had no further report.


Council Member Culbertson gave her report.
PUBLIC COMMENT:

There were none.
ADJOURNMENT:
M
A motion was made by Vice-Mayor Gottlieb and seconded by Council Member Culbertson            to adjourn the meeting.  Upon vote, motion passed 4-0.
Mayor Fischer adjourned the meeting at 8:42 p.m.

Regular Town Council Meeting – 7 P.M. Tuesday, November 28, 2017
Regular Town Council Meeting – 7 P.M. Tuesday, December 19, 2017
____________________________

                      _______________________ ______  
Maylee De Jesus, CMC                                                     Bernice (Bonnie) Fischer, Mayor
Town Clerk/Asst. to the Town Manager[image: image1.wmf]
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