Regular Town Council Meeting

December 19, 2017

 __________________________________________________________________________________
REGULAR TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
MINUTES

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2017 AT 7:00 P.M.
CALL TO ORDER:   Mayor Bernice (Bonnie) Fischer called to order the Regular Town Council Meeting at 7:00 p.m.
ROLL CALL:  Present were Mayor Fischer in Chair, Vice-Mayor Robert Gottlieb, Council Members Stella G. Jordan and Elvadianne Culbertson.  Council Member Lucille Flagello was absent.  Also present were Town Clerk/Assistant to Town Manager Maylee DeJesus, Town Attorney Glen Torcivia, Office Assistant Gianne (Gigi) Hortance, and Town residents.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:   The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mo Thornton.
DELETIONS/ADDITIONS/MODIFICATIONS - None
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 

A motion was made by Council Member Jordan and seconded by Council Member Culbertson to approve the Agenda.  Upon vote, motion passed 4-0.    
PUBLIC COMMENTS:

Joan Hanley, Tropicana (4001) thanked Council Members for permission to solicit candidates for the upcoming Town’s election.  She suggested having the Town Council Meeting minutes read and corrected prior to the Council Meeting to save valuable time at the meetings.  Ms. Hanley also stated that the outside Town Council Meeting sign was missing again. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
· Regular Town Council Meeting – November 28, 2017
A motion was made by Council Member Jordan and seconded by Vice-Mayor Gottlieb to approve the November 28, 2017 Minutes.  Upon vote, motion passed 4-0. 
· Special Town Council Meeting – December 4, 2017
A motion was made by Council Member Jordan and seconded by Vice-Mayor Gottlieb to approve the Special Town Council Minutes.  Upon vote, motion passed 4-0.
.  

CORRESPONDENCE AND COMMUNICATION - None
ORDINANCES - None
RESOLUTIONS :
Town Attorney Torcivia read Resolution 06-2017 by title.
RESOLUTION 06-2017- A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF SOUTH PALM BEACH, FLORIDA, REQUESTING THE PALM BEACH COUNTY SUPERVISOR OF ELECTIONS TO CONDUCT THE TOWN’S MUNICIPAL ELECTION SCHEDULED FOR MARCH 13, 2018 AND ANY REQUIRED RUN-OFF ELECTION; DESIGNATING MEMBERS OF THE TOWN OF SOUTH PALM BEACH’S CANVASSING BOARD FOR SAID ELECTIONS; REQUESTING THE CANVASSING BOARD TO BE IN ATTENDANCE FOR THE TESTING OF THE ELECTRONIC SYSTEMS AUTOMATIC TABULATION EQUIPMENT, TO CANVASS THE MUNICIPAL ELECTION AND ANY REQUIRED RUN-OFF ELECTION ALONG WITH ALL ABSENTEE BALLOTS, AND TO CERTIFY THE ELECTION RESULTS FOR SAID ELECTIONS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY, AN EFFECTIVE DATE AND FOR OTHE PURPOSE.
Town Clerk De Jesus explained the individuals who will be on the Canvassing Board.
A motion was made by Vice-Mayor Gottlieb and seconded by Council Member Jordan to approve Resolution 06-2017.  Upon vote, motion passed 4-0.
OTHER BUSINESS:      

· Citation Communications – Approval of $34,918.50 from Executive Contingency Fund 

A motion was made by Council Member Culbertson and seconded by Vice-Mayor Gottlieb to approve payment of $34,918.50 to Citation Communications from the Executive Contingency Fund.   Upon vote, motion passed 4-0.
· Discuss and accept contract with new Town Manager
Town Attorney Torcivia discussed some minor changes to the contract.  He reviewed the general duties of the Town Manager, detailed the probationary period, severance pay and resignation clause. Town Attorney Torcivia reported that the base salary is one hundred and five thousand dollars ($105,000), which is the midpoint between Council Members and Town Manager’s asking figure.  He continued that when there is a performance evaluation, there is no guarantee of a raise in salary. 
A motion was made by Council Member Jordan and seconded by Council Member Culbertson to approve the contract with Town Manager Mo Thornton.  Upon vote, motion passed 4-0. 
Town Manager Thornton introduced herself and stated how excited and delighted she was to become the Town Manager of the Town of South Palm Beach.
FINANCIALS:

· November 2017 Unaudited Financial Statements 
A motion was made by Vice-Mayor Gottlieb and seconded by Council Member Jordan to approve the 2017 Unaudited Financial Statements.  Upon vote, motion passed 4-0.
REPORTS OF TOWN OFFICIALS:
Town Clerk

· Florida Municipal Insurance Trust (FMIT) Premium Return - $1760
Town Clerk De Jesus reported that there was seventeen hundred and sixty dollars ($1,760) premium returned, as there were no claims made.    
Police Department:
· Report on file for November 2017 
Sergeant Garrison reported that there were two (2) residential burglaries.  He also reminded everyone “If you see something suspicious, contact the Police Department”.
Town Attorney:
· Town Attorney Torcivia wished everyone a Happy Holiday.
Building Official: 
· Report on file for November 2017 
BOARD AND COMMITTEE REPORTS - None
MAYOR’S REPORT:
Mayor Fischer reported on her attendance with Town Manager Thornton at a beach meeting at the Town of Manalapan. She described the seven (7) groin project between neighboring Towns, and explained why Town of Manalapan opted out, as they feel they will lose sand.  Mayor Fischer continued that Palm Beach County assured the Town of South Palm Beach that the groins can be adjusted, as needed.  She also explained why Eau Palm Beach Resort was not interested in this project.  Mayor Fischer also detailed the Beach Management Agreement (BMA), and discussed her disappointment with not obtaining every condominium building’s easement agreement.  She announced that the Town cannot bind Palm Beach County to future sand refills.  
REPORTS FROM MEMBERS OF COUNCIL:
Vice-Mayor Gottlieb wished everyone Happy Holidays, and thanked Lecture/Music Series Chairperson Ellen Salth and her volunteers for their efforts with the mailing.  
Council Member Jordan wished everyone a Happy Holidays.

Council Member Culbertson stated that she was eager to welcome a Town Manager that will work with the Council. 
Mayor Fischer expressed her happiness with this meeting’s great turnout and wished everyone a Happy Holiday.
Town Clerk De Jesus announced the end of the election qualifying period, and introduced the candidates who were in attendance: Incumbent Robert Gottlieb, Incumbent Stella Jordan, Kevin Hall, Alessandra Hall, Chester LeRoy, and Ray McMillan. 
ADJOURNMENT:
M
A motion was made by Vice-Mayor Gottlieb and seconded by Council Member Culbertson to adjourn the meeting.  Upon vote, motion passed 4-0.
Mayor Fischer adjourned the meeting at 7:40 p.m.

Regular Town Council Meeting – 7:00 P.M. Tuesday, January 23, 2018
___________________________________

                    _______________________ ______  
Maylee De Jesus, CMC                                                                 Bernice (Bonnie) Fischer 
Town Clerk/Asst. to the Town Manager
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